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SUBJECT: BOYA INQUIRES ABOUT APPOINTMENT OF US AMBASSADOR 

1 . AT THE SECRETARY'S RECEPTION FOR AFRICAN AMBASSADORS 
MARCH 23, BENIN AMBASSADOR BOYA TOOK AF/W DIRECTOR ASIDE 
AND ASKED WHEN USG WOULD APPOINT AN AMBASSADOR TO BENIN. 

BOYA RECALLED THAT HE HAD RECENTLY BEEN IN COTONOU WITH 
THE UN COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE COUP ATTEMPT, AND 
THAT HE HAD SEEN THE RESIDENCE OF US AMBASSADOR. THIS 
APPARENTLY LED HIM TO WONDER WHEN THE US WOULD APPOINT 
AN AMBASSADOR TO BENIN. 

2. AF/W DIRECTOR REPLIED THAT WE WITHDREW OUR AMBASSADOR 
FROM BENIN FOR REASONS OF WHICH BOYA WAS AWARE. WE NOW 
HAD A NEW ADMINISTRATION. APPOINTMENTS IN THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION WERE PROCEEDING DELIBERATELY AND THERE 
WERE MANY OFFICIALS, SOME AT THE SECRETARY'S RECEPTION, 

WHO HAD BEEN NOMINATED BUT NOT YET CONFIRMED. THE 
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ADMINISTRATION WOULD PROC:ED TO FILL THE WASHINGTON 
POSITIONS AND THEN EXAMINE THE MAJOR EMBASSIES ABROAD 
WHICH ARE TRADITIONALLY FILLED BY POLITICAL APPOINT:ES 
FOLLOWING THAT THE DEPARTM:NT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY TURN ITS 
ATTENTION TO THOSE EMBASSIES WHICH ARE NORMALLY FILLED 
BY CAREER OFFICERS. AF/W DIRECTOR SAID THAT HE WOULD BE 
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IN TOUCH WITH AMBASSADOR BOYA AS SOON AS THERE WAS ANY 
NEWS TO COMMUNICATE CONCERNING THE EMBASSY IN BENIN, BUT 
THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED ABOVE BOYA SHOULD 
NOT READ TOO MUCH INTO FURTHER DELAY IN THE APPOINTMENT 
OF AN AMBASSADOR. 

3. AF/W DIRECTOR THEN RAISED THE PROSPECT OF TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS IN BENIN AND SAID THAT WE WERE CONCERNED 
BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT IN THE OFFICIAL PRESS THAT THE TRAVEL 
OF FOREIGNERS AND PARTICULARLY DIPLOMATS WOULD BE CON- 
TROLLED. HOWEVER, WE HAD NOT YET SEEN THE DECREE AND 
THUS DID NOT KNOW WHAT THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTIONS WERE. 
WE POINTED OUT TO BOYA THAT THE PROSPECTIVE RESTRICTIONS 
WERE THE SUBJECT OF MEETING BY THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN 
COTONOU AND UNDOUBTEDLY WOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF REPRE- 
SENTATION BY THE CORPS TO THE BENINESE GOVERNMENT. BOYA 
SAID "THAT'S FINE. THE US IS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY 
AFFECTED. DON'T GET OUT IN FRONT. WORK THROUGH THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS." WE SAID THAT WAS PRECISELY WHAT WE 
WERE DOING BUT THAT WE WERE CONCERNED BY THE FACT THAT WE 
HAD PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS STATIONED AT VARIOUS POINTS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND SEVERAL SITES OF AID PROJECTS 
TO WHICH WE HAD TO HAVE EASY UNIMPEDED ACCESS. BOYA 
TOOK THIS POINT IN BUT DID NOT COMMENT. 
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